Kenyon College / Mohawk High School
Political Science 200: Liberal Democracy in America

Henry B. Stobbs, MFA, Associate of Instruction in Political Science
Special Unit: The Ohio Constitution; Origins of the Amendments to the U.S. Constitution
Time Frame:  Contact – five 50-minute periods plus appr. 120 minutes of homework.
Format: Seminar, Lecture, Lecture-conference
Assessment Methods: Multiple format quiz; graded writing; oral probes; graded seminar participation
Readings for Week 32:
· Course syllabus
· Agresto.  The Supreme Court and Constitutional Democracy, Chapter Six “The Promises and Perils of an Active Court.”
· We the People, Chapter Seven.

Topics covered (Common Core): 

· Basic Principles of the U.S. Constitution.  Principles related to representative democracy are reflected in the articles and amendments of the U.S. Constitution and provide structure for the government of the United States. 
· Structure and Functions of the Federal Government. The government of the United States protects the freedoms of its people and provides opportunities for students to participate in the political process.

· The constitutional framework of Ohio state government

Carried Over Assignments: 

Homework No. 46.  Work to complete Major paper # 2.
New Assignments: 
Homework No. 48.  Read Chapter Six in Agresto.  We will close out this book with a unit final exam during the week of the 20th.

Homework No. 49.  Prepare for United States Supreme Court Case briefing.  The requirements for the first part of this assignment are as follows:

1. Select any United States Supreme Court case that you believe has had critical impact on the lives of ordinary Americans.  

2. On one side of a 3” x 5” card, enter your course header information in the upper left hand corner, and the proper case citation in the center.  A proper case citation would look like this: Nixon v. Sirica, 487 F.2d 700 (1973). Underline to show italics.  If you do not know how to read the citations, a useful site is http://www.aallnet.org/chapter/scall/locating/ch2.pdf, page 16.  
3. On the other side of the card, write a statement of no more than two sentences explaining why you have chosen this case.  Focus on why you think the case matters.  In the event that two of you choose the same case, I will use the quality of your statements to decide who has to choose again.
4. There are several cases you may NOT choose: Dredd v. Scott, Marbury v. Madison, Roe v. Wade, and Plessy v. Ferguson are off-limits.  
THIS PORTION OF THE ASSIGNMENT IS DUE ON FRIDAY, APRIL 17.  At that time, I will hand you a rubric to tell you how to prepare your briefings.  Two or three of you will have the privilege of briefing your case to Professor Erler.
Schedule for the week of April 13, 2015
Monday:  DEMONSTRATE KNOWLEDGE: Government Post-Test (make-ups); 


     Writing Lab
Tuesday – Friday: Major Paper, Political Service Scrub.  I will sit down with each one of you for fifteen minutes to discuss how you are progressing with each of these; research USSC cases; work to complete major papers and / or political / civic service reflections.
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