Kenyon College / Mohawk High School
Political Science 200: Liberal Democracy in America

Henry B. Stobbs, MFA, Associate of Instruction in Political Science
Unit 3: The Meaning of Liberal Democracy / The Judiciary – The “Least Dangerous” Branch?
Weekly Time Frame:  Contact – five 50-minute periods plus appr. 240 minutes of homework.
Format: Seminar, Lecture, Lecture-conference
Assessment Methods: Multiple format quiz; graded writing; oral probes; graded seminar participation
Readings for Week 26:
· Course syllabus
· Article III, United States Constitution

· Patterson, Ch. 7.
· Agresto, John.  The Supreme Court and Constitutional Democracy
· Hamilton.  Federalist No. 78.  The Federalist Papers.
· Handout 1: “A Few Essential Legal Terms”
· Handout 2: “Article III, United States Constitution: Summary”

· Handout 3: “Agresto: The Supreme Court and Constitutional Democracy”
· Handout 4: “The Writer’s Handbook: Developing A thesis Statement”

· Handout 5: “Thesis Statement Rubric”
Topics covered (Common Core): 

· Basic Principles of the U.S. Constitution.  Principles related to representative democracy are reflected in the articles and amendments of the U.S. Constitution and provide structure for the government of the United States. 
· Structure and Functions of the Federal Government. The government of the United States protects the freedoms of its people and provides opportunities for students to participate in the political process.

Carried Over Assignments: 
New Assignments:

Homework No. 46.  Work to complete Major paper # 2.  I would set up a bibliography at Bibme.org to begin, if I were you.  Starting the week after OGT, you will be required to brief me on what you have accomplished to date, and I will grade you on a 10-point scale.  

Homework No. 47.  Read Chapter Seven in We the People.  After reading the chapter, write an essay in response to the following prompt:


President Obama proposed recently that the United States should consider making voting a compulsory civic duty, as have Australia and 21 other nations.  Do you support the president, or do you oppose his idea.  Explain your reasoning in detail.  Rely on your understanding and reading of the Declaration, Constitution, and your course readings to give your answer.  I also encourage you to do some research.  This assignment is worth 20 points.  It is DUE ON MONDAY, 6 APRIL 
Schedule for the week of March 16, 2015

Monday – REVIEW: Chapters 4 & 5, Agresto.

Tuesday: DEMONSTRATE KNOWLEDGE:  Quiz, Chapters 4 & 5, Agresto.

Wednesday, Thursday: Writing Lab.

Friday: Political Coffee House – Come prepared to discuss any aspect of the judiciary in the news.  Bring a clipping to support your topic.  Allie price – Snacks!
REMINDER: YOU HAVE A POLITICAL / CIVIC SERVICE COMMITMENT TO FULFILL.  DO NOT GET STUCK, AFTER ALL YOUR HARD WORK, WITH NOT HAVING FULFILLED THIS REQUIREMENT!  WHAT ARE YOU GOING TO DO?
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