Kenyon College / Mohawk High School
Political Science 200: Liberal Democracy in America

Henry B. Stobbs, MFA, Associate of Instruction in Political Science
Unit 3: The Meaning of Liberal Democracy / The Judiciary – The “Least Dangerous” Branch?
Weekly Time Frame:  Contact – five 50-minute periods plus appr. 240 minutes of homework.
Format: Seminar, Lecture, Lecture-conference
Assessment Methods: Multiple format quiz; graded writing; oral probes; graded seminar participation
Readings for Week 23:
· Course syllabus
· Article III, United States Constitution

· Patterson, Ch. 14.
· Agresto, John.  The Supreme Court and Constitutional Democracy
· Hamilton.  Federalist No. 78.  The Federalist Papers.
· Handout 1: “A Few Essential Legal Terms”
· Handout 2: “Article III, United States Constitution: Summary”

· Handout 3: “Agresto: The Supreme Court and Constitutional Democracy”

Topics covered (Common Core): 

· Basic Principles of the U.S. Constitution.  Principles related to representative democracy are reflected in the articles and amendments of the U.S. Constitution and provide structure for the government of the United States. 
· Structure and Functions of the Federal Government. The government of the United States protects the freedoms of its people and provides opportunities for students to participate in the political process.

Carried Over Assignments: 
Homework No. 32:  Complete Modules One through Six at Research 4 Success.  This course will help you in the short run to make your second, long paper a greater success; and, in the longer run, it will give you a great advantage over your peers, when you enter the hallowed doors of your yet-to-be-named college alma maters.  The date by which you must have Unit Two completed: February 13, 2015 (See Homework No. 39). 

Homework No. 38.  Read Preface and Chapter One of Agresto’s The Supreme Court and Constitutional Democracy.  You will be able to use notes for Quiz No. 1, so please do take them.  DUE Wednesday, February 11.

Homework No. 39..  Complete Module 2 by Friday, February 13.  

Homework No. 40.  Continue reading Chapter 14 in We the People.  I will give a quiz through page 506 on Friday, February 13.  This will include some questions from Chapter One of Agresto.
Homework No. 41.  Select topic for Major paper No. 2.  Submit 3” x 5” card NLT Monday, February 16.  Explain in one or two sentences, why you chose what you chose.  If partnering with a co-author, you may submit a single card.

Homework No. 42.  Read Hamilton’s Federalist No. 78.  Pay particularly close attention to Hamilton’s argument about the judiciary being “the weakest branch.”  Think about it.  Later, I will ask you to write an argumentative essay refuting or defending his statement.  
New Assignments: None.
Schedule for the week of February 9, 2015

Monday: Political Coffee House (continued from Friday) – “The Judiciary in the News.”  Friday’s discussion was very productive, but we did not all get the chance to share, so we will continue with Katelyn.  Find and bring in an article from a print or web newspaper or journal that illustrates some important, or at least interesting, aspect of the federal judiciary and its workings.  Lexie will bring the snacks.  Be prepared to summarize it briefly, to answer questions about how it ties into your readings, and to provide a copy to the rest of us.  Think about the article I provided you recently, and how I handled its presentation.  I now have access to print and electronic versions of the Wall Street Journal, the electronic edition of the New York Times, and a print edition of the Toledo Blade, so there is no excuse not to be prepared.  
Tuesday, Wednesday: Lecture – “The Weakest Branch.” 

Thursday: Research 4 Success.  You may not work on anything else.
Friday: DEMONSTRATE KNOWLEDGE – SEE HOMEWORK No. 40.  
REMINDER: YOU HAVE A POLITICAL / CIVIC SERVICE COMMITMENT TO FULFILL.  DO NOT GET STUCK, AFTER ALL YOUR HARD WORK, WITH NOT HAVING FULFILLED THIS REQUIREMENT!  WHAT ARE YOU GOING TO DO?
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