	Kenyon College / Mohawk High School Academic Partnership
Political Science 200: Liberal Democracy in America Grades 11, 12 / 14
H. Abbie Erler, PhD, Course Master

Henry B. Stobbs, MFA, Associate of Instruction in Political Science
Primary Texts (in order of introduction): Patterson, Thomas E. We the People: A Concise Introduction to American Politics, 6th Ed; The Fedralist ; DeTocqueville, Alexis: Democracy in America; Mayhew, David R. Congress: The Electoral Connection; Neustadt, Richard M.  Presidential Power and the Modern Presidents; Agresto, John: The Supreme Court and Constitutional Democracy; Nelson, Michael, ed.  The Elections of 2008; 

	Month
	Content
	Learning Outcome / State Indicator
	Assessment

	August
	Course overview
Pre-Test
Introduction to college writing and research
Introduction to the Federalist Papers

Introduction to Patterson’s We the People


	Students demonstrate understanding of course requirements: Final chance for withdrawal

Diagnostic assessment

Students will produce a collegiate-level document that complies with Chicago-style citation
Students sign for texts, sign syllabus
	Oral Probes
Board-approved Test

Writing lab: Demonstration paper



	September
	Origins of classical liberalism: Natural law and the Bill of Rights

Introduction to Democracy in America: What makes us special?

The Confederation: Foundation

The Constitutional Convention: The Federalist argument

1789: Second Foundation

Initial paper assigned


	G11.5.B.7: Explain the philosophical foundations of the American political system, as outlined in the Declaration of Independence, the U.S. Constitution and the Federalist Papers with emphasis on the basic principles of natural rights; .8: Compare and analyze the powers granted to the national and state governments in the federal system; 9: Explain how interpretations of the basic principles found in the U.S. Constitution have changed over time
G12.5.B.3: Explain the key arguments made for and against the ratification of the Constitution and illustrate how these arguments influence contemporary political debate.

G12.7.C.4: Develop a research project and make formal presentations to the class and / or community members using: Key terms; support for main ideas; Examples; Formal citation of sources.

G11.D.8: Apply the process of persuasion, compromise and negotiation…; G12.6: Build consensus within a group…;7: Engage in group work on issues-analysis and decision-making… (throughout all units); G12.6.A.1: Parctice forms of civic discussion and participation consistent with the ideals of citizens of a democratic republic.
	Reflective/Analytical Essays;
quizzes; Unit exam;

Executive summary presentations;

Seminar participation / oral probes

	October
	Article I: Congress: The Electoral Connection assigned 

The legislative branch: overview

Mayhew and Rational Choice modeling

Article I: Congress: The Electoral Connection assigned 

Political service unit assigned


	G11.5.A.3: Describe the changing relationships among the branches of the national government in the U.S. federal system, and evaluate applications of the issue of federalism for serving the public good and protecting individual rights.

	Reflective/Analytical Essays;

quizzes; Unit exam;

Executive summary presentations;

Seminar participation / oral probes

	November
	Article I, cont.

Political service unit
Election-monitoring

The Role of the Public in American Democracy

Political Parties

The Media and Politics


	G12.7.A.1: Obtain and evaluate information from public records and other resources related to a public policy issue
G11.A.3: Explain how an individual participates in primary and general elections (a – e).

G11.5.C.11: Explain the role of elections and political parties (including third parties) in facilitating the democratic process; G12, C.4: Identify and analyze issues related to the election process in the United States (e.g., election board policies, etc.).

G12.6.A.1.8: Analyze how democracy, the free flow of information, global economic interdependence, or human rights can cause change within a country.

G12.2.C.5: Evaluate the role of institutions in guiding, transmitting, preserving and changing culture.

G11.5.A.2: Explain, using examples, how political parties, interest groups, the media, and individuals influence the policy agenda and decision-making of government institurions.


	Reflective/Analytical Essays;

quizzes; Unit exam;

Service learning project completion; 

Executive summary presentations;

Seminar participation / oral probes

	December
	Paper No. 1 Due
The Modern Presidents assigned: Introduction to the Executive

Article II: Overview of the Executive Branch

	G11.5.A.3: Describe the changing relationships among the branches of the national government in the U.S. federal system, and evaluate applications of the issue of federalism for serving the public good and protecting individual rights.

G11.5.C.12.a-e: Describe the ways in which public officials are held accountable for the public good including ways they can acquire and lose their offices, etc.


	Major paper; 

Reflective/Analytical Essays;

quizzes; Unit exam;

Executive summary presentations;

Seminar participation / oral probes
Semester One Final Exam

	January
	Final paper assigned
Article II, cont.

The Supreme Court and Constitutional Democracy assigned 


	G12.7.C.4: Develop a research project and make formal presentations to the class and / or community members using: Key terms; support for main ideas; Examples; Statistics and other evidence; Formal citation of sources.


	See above

	February
	Article III, The Judicial Branch, overview

Weakest Branch?  Problems in Judicial Review 

Case presentations assigned

	G11.6.B.10: Explain the importance of the privilege of habeus corpus and the constitutional prohibitions against bills of attainder and ex post facto laws.

G11.6.B.b: Explain the meaning and importance of each of the rights guaranteed under the Bill of Rights and how they are secured through the role of the judiciary, etc.

G11.5.A.3: Describe the changing relationships among the branches of the national government in the U.S. federal system, and evaluate applications of the issue of federalism for serving the public good and protecting individual rights.

G12.7.C.4: Develop a research project and make formal presentations to the class and / or community members using: Key terms; support for main ideas; Examples; Visual aids; Formal citation of sources; .5: Respond to questions and feedback about presentations knowledgeably and civilly.

	Reflective/Analytical Essays;

quizzes; Unit exam;

Executive summary presentations;

Seminar participation / oral probes;

Case presentation



	March
	The Judicial Branch, cont.
The Elections of 2008 assigned 

Political Polling methods

Analysis of Past and Future Elections
	G12.7.B.6.a - d: Critique the conclusions drawn from survey and research data, etc.
	Reflective/Analytical Essays;

quizzes; Unit exam;

Executive summary presentations;

Seminar participation / oral probes


	April
	First Draft of Paper No. 2 due

Foundation and Empire: The “Fourth Branch” of federal Bureaucracy
Post-test
	G11.5.A.1: Analyze the actions of the U.S. government and evaluate the extent to which those actions reflect characteristics of American democracy and help serve the public good;
G12.5.A.2: Explain how individuals and groups, both governmental and non-governmental, influence domestic and foreign policy and evaluate how these actions reflect characteristics of American democracy

Diagnostic
	quizzes; Unit exam;

Executive summary presentations;

Seminar participation / oral probes

Board-approved Test

	May
	Tocqueville Revisited: Warnings for the Future (and maybe the Present!)
Final paper due

	G11/12.5.A: Evaluate, take and defend positions about issues concerning the alignment of the characteristics of American democracy with realities in the United states today.
	Assessment of Final paper
Final exam


9/19/2014

NOTE: Sequence varies with election cycles; during presidential election years, executive branch is covered first, followed by the legislative.
